COLLECTIBLES 


most common type of poster. They are traditional- 
ly seen in display cases outside the theater. 
Measuring 27 by 41 inches, they are printed on 
paper, and usually are folded. 


Three-Sheets. As you might have deduced’ 
three-sheets are the size of three one-sheets, or 41 
by 81 inches. They are printed on paper, folded, 
and normally come in two pieces. Displayed, they 
fill a wall, and cost a bundle to frame. They are not 
as common as one-sheets, but are popular with 
collectors. 


Six-Sheets. The formula works here as well— 
six-sheets are six times as large as one-sheets, 
measuring 81 by 81 inches. They are somewhat 
rarer than one or three sheets. 


Half-Sheet. Also known as display posters. 
Half-sheets measure 22 by 28 inches, and unlike 
the other ‘‘sheet’’ posters, are printed on light- 
weight cardboard stock. 


Inserts. Measuring 14 by 36 inches, inserts are 
vertical posters, also printed on lightweight card- 
board. 


Window Cards. 14 by 22 inches on cardboard. 
The term ‘‘window card” originates from the fact 
that they were given to theater owners to hang in 
other store’s windows, usually in exchange for 
free movie passes. Often, window cards have 
hand-writing on them, telling where and when the 
movie was being shown. 


Lobby Cards. Usually produced in sets of 
eights, lobby cards are small, measuring 11 by 14 
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llecting Movie Posters 


inches. They normally are displayed in the lobby 
of the theater, thus their name. One card in the set 
is the ‘‘title card,’’ and contains the film’s title 
and some credits, while the other seven are 
“*scene cards,’’ which depict (you guessed it) 
scenes from the film. 


Stills. Not posters, stills are 8 by 10 inch 
photographs from the movie. They can either be 
black and white or color, and are easily duplicat- 
ed. Stills are usually photographed separately 
from the movie, which can sometimes result in 
scenes that get edited out of the final print. 


Where to Buy Movie Posters 


Once you ve decided that you must own the 
one-sheet from The Creature From The Black 
Lagoon, how do you go about finding it? If you’re 
willing to pay a premium price, a search of the 
dealers who specialize in movie posters will 
probably bring results. (See accompanying side- 
bar.) A cheaper route is to find a fellow collector 
who is selling it. An excellent source is the tabloid 
Movie Collector’s World, published every other 
week. It is packed full of ads from both collectors 
and dealers, as well as articles on films. As you 
get deeper into the hobby, you will build more and 
more contacts, and may soon find yourself part of 
“fandom,’’ which is a loose-knit organization of 
fans world-wide. Visiting science fiction film (or 
Star Trek) conventions can also be a good source, 
and has the added benefits of haggling about the 
price, as well as allowing you to view the poster 
firsthand. Most major cities have film conven- 
tions, and the dealer rooms are a sight to behold. 
Tables and tables of movie memorabilia fill the 
room, and even wandering through them is fun. 

Another method which used to sometimes work 
in the past is to ask theater owners if they have 


collectors who were given priceless posters free of 
charge, just for asking. This method probably 
won't work anymore, since theater owners now 
are well-aware that old posters are valuable. 


Storing and Displaying Posters 


Okay, you’ve bought the one-sheet from The 
Creature From The Black Lagoon. Now what? You 
may want to get it framed, or simply store it. If 
you acquire many posters, you will soon find that 
there won’t be enough wall space to display them 
all—unless, of course, you are rich and owna 


large mansion. The best course is to display your. 


favorites and store the rest. Most collectors store 
their posters in specially manufactured mylar 
bags. Unlike plastic, mylar is uncontaminated by 
harmful chemicals that cause premature decay of 


posters. They are available in sizes to fit most . | J 


types of posters. Keep posters away from direct 
sunlight, extreme temperature changes, and hu- 
midity. 


If you do want your poster framed, be aware ` 


that it needs special treatment. All framing 
materials that will come into contact with it must 
be acid-free, or they will cause premature decay. 
Make sure the framer uses acid-free backing and 
mat board, as well as an acid-free adhesive if 


‘stored in the attic: Stories abound of © 
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you are getting it mounted. Having a poster 
mounted can add to its appearance, since many 
types come folded and mounting tends to make 
the poster lie flatter. However, it is not recom- 
mended if you ever plan to sell the poster, since 
mounting reduces its value. If you are not getting 
the poster mounted, make sure acid-free tape is 
used to prevent the poster from contacting the 
glass. It too will cause premature aging. Once 
framed, hang the poster away from direct sun- 
light. 


Conclusion 


Collecting movie posters is a fascinating and 
enjoyable hobby, but can get expensive. Poster 
prices have increased dramatically the last few 
years, and will probably continue to do so. So 
buying posters now may not only be a good hobby, 
but a sound investment 
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